THE CITY OF ROME IN THE MIDDLE AGES.

colour, the simple yet grand proportions that give a charm
to the buildings of an earlier age.

Few of the ancient churches have escaped untouched \
many have been altogether rebuilt. There are also some,
however, in which the modernizers of the sixteenth and t
subsequent centuries have spared two features of the old
structure, its round apse or tribune and its bell-tower.
The apse has its interior usually covered with mosaics,
exceedingly interesting, both from the ideas they express j
and as the only monuments of pictorial art that remain
to us from the Dark Agesb. To speak of them, however,
as they deserve to be spoken of, would involve a digres-,
sion for which there is no space here. The campanile or
bell-tower is a quaint little square brick tower, of no great
height, usually standing detached from the church, and
having in its topmost, sometimes also in its other upper
stories, several arcade windows, divided by tiny marble
pillars0. What with these campaniles, then far more
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b The finest of the similar
Ravenna mosaics are rather older
than these Roman ones: but some
there, as well as a few Others else-
where in Italy (e.g. the superb
ones at Torcello), date from the
seventh, eighth, and ninth cen-
turies.

c These campaniles are generally
supposed to date from the ninth
and tenth centuries. I am in-
formed, however, by Mr. J. H.
Parker, of Oxford, whose anti-
quarian skill is well known, that
he is led to believe by an examina-
tion of their mouldings that few or
none, unless it be that of Santa
Prassede, are older than the twelfth
century.

This of course applies  only to

the existing buildings. The type
of tower may be, and indeed no
doubt is, older.
Somewhat similar towers may
be observed in many parts of the
Italian Alps, especially in the won-
derful mountain land north of
Venice, where such towers are of
all dates from the eleventh or
twelfth down to the nineteenth
century, the ancient type having in
these remote valleys been adhered
to because the builder had no other
models before him. In the valley
of Cimolais (not very far from
Longarone in Val d'Ampezzo) I
have seen such a campanile in
course of erection, precisely similar
to others in the neighbouring vil-
lages some eight centuries old